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COMMUNITY SUPPORT


Unique Aspects of Team McConnell Community


As of 16 July 2009





Joint Land Use Study/Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) Success:


The City of Wichita and Sedgwick County have codified zoning laws to protect the current and future mission of McConnell AFB.  As a result, property around the base has been rezoned to:





Create an Anti-terrorism/Force Protection overlay around McConnell AFB.  As a result, no structure will be built within ½ mile of McConnell AFB to exceed 25 feet in height.  This measure will prevent sniper and reconnaissance activity at the base.  


Protect Runway Clear Zones/Accident Potential Zones from encroachment.  These measures established zoning restrictions which limit property uses in McConnell clear zone and accident potential zones (15K feet off overruns).  The building of schools, churches, and housing developments are now prohibited.  Property development will be limited to activities congruent with airport operations.  


Prohibit residential development within the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) footprint.  Just like the above zoning laws protecting the accident potential zones, the AICUZ noise footprint of B-1Bs (worst-case possibility for potential future missions) is now protected from high density population development.  Property development will also be limited to activities conducive to airport operations.


Created a working relationship with local land owners to allow access to properties surrounding McConnell AFB. Open comunication between community and base futher protecting aircraft.














Friends of McConnell Program:


The Friends of McConnell (F.O.M.) is a select group of local area business leaders dedicated to providing meaningful social and economic linkage between senior military leaders and their metropolitan civilian counterparts.  F.O.M. seeks to express community pride and appreciation of our military by providing organizational and financial support for “Commander” directed programs.  A primary goal of the Friends of McConnell is to make this base the most desirable assignment of an Airman’s career.











Superior Warfighter Support!





Honorary Commander Program:


A program designed to provide an interactive learning experience that increases public awareness and understanding of the armed forces, our mission, policies and programs of the AF by affording influential civilians the opportunity to get an up-close and personal look at MAFB and the USAF.  The program has two levels of participation:  The first level is Honorary Commanders; civic leaders who are paired with a McConnell AFB commander and invited to participate in activities held on base.  The second level Golden Eagles, are the “Graduate” level of the Honorary Commander program.  This program recognizes non-military citizens of the local communities whose character, personal dedication and outstanding support exemplify the standards for which the 22nd Air Refueling Wing spirit strives.  There are presently 38 Honorary Commanders and 6 Golden Eagles.  The Golden Eagles are Bob Dool, Pat Gallagher, Rael Hodgeson, Keith Lesher, Jack Pulley and Robin Spurrier.

















Wichita is the Air Capitol of the World and Super Place to Live:  


Many major aircraft production companies have a base in Wichita to include:  


Hawker/Beechcraft, Cessna, Learjet, Boeing, Spirit, Airbus, and Bombardier





Wichita is recognized as a great place to live


#2 Best Cities For Jobs in 2008, Forbes Magazine 


#2 Most affordable markets to own a home in 2007, Bizjournals.com 


#1 Least Expensive Major metro region in the US, Forbes Magazine


#1 Place to rent for value in the US, MSNBC and TODAY


#2 Mid-size City For Relocating Families, Worldwide ERC & Primacy Relocation  Services


#1 All-American City June 2009











