Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs),
along with other energy-efficient lighting such
as linear fluorescent and high intensity
discharge lamps contain a very small amount
of mercury, an element essential to achieving
energy savings. All fluorescent light bulbs
contain some elemental mercury like the
mercury found in older thermometers. It is a
necessary component to the operation of most
energy-efficient lighting. Mercury can exist in
vapor, liquid or solid forms. Although com-
panies have greatly reduced the amount of
mercury used in CFLs, they are not yet able to
completely eliminate the need for mercury.
WhiFe these lamps help consumers and
businesses cut their |igEting energy usage and
reduce energy costs, it is important that
products containing mercury be properly
disposed of to protect public health and the
environment.

By recycling a mercury
containing lamp, you’ll ensure
that 99.98% of the mercury
used in the lamp is recovered.

The mercury is contained within the lamp and
is not exposed to the environment unless the
lamp is broken at the end of its life. The
release of mercury is most likely to occur when
the lamp is thrown in a garbage truck or a
dumpster or accidentally broken while in use
or being replaced. Recycling CFLs is the best
way to prevent the release of mercury into the
environment. It also allows the mercury to be
reused. This is good environmental steward-
ship. Many municipal solid waste programs,
and retailers such as lkea and Home Depot,
now collect bulbs to recycle.
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Find out what household hazardous
waste collection and recycling programs
are available in your area by visiting the

“Where You Live” website
www.epa.gov/cflrecycling/live.htm

ﬂ Earth911.com
Making Every Day Earth Day

Check EARTH?11.com for
recycling options in your zip code.
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